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Ad approving VIII gencrall Heads of 


Dottrine apainſt the Tenentr of Era» 
Rianifme Tad: pendencie,ardLiber- 
ty of Conſcience, affertedin the CXI 
Propoſutions, which are to be examined 


againſt the next Aſſembly. 


Sx Eing tender of {o grextan ingagement 
by Solema Covenant, ſincerely, re- 
* ally , and conſtantly to endeavour in 
our Places and Callings , the preſer- 
ASS) vation of the Reformed Religion in 
LSISeaT this Kirk of Scotlend, in Dodtrine, 
Worſhip, Diſcipline, and Government, the Retor- 
mation of Religion in the Kingdomes of England,and 
Ireland, in Doctrine,, Worſhip, Diſcipline, and Go+ 
vetnment, according tothe Word of God, andthe 
example of the beſt Reformed Kirks , and to endea- 
your the neareſt ConjunRion and ms no} 
theſe , - with the extirpation of KHereſte,, 
Ne ns mtboyer ſhall en contrary to 
ſound Dofrine: And conſidering withall that one of 
the ſpeciall meanes which.it becometh us in our Places 
and Callings to uſe in _—_ of thele ends, is 
2 in 
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5 of Conſcience , which arc not only contrary to- 
ſound DoArine ; but more ſpeciall Jets and- hinde- 
rances as well co the preſervation ot oux own received 
Doerine, Worſhip, Diſcipline, and Government, 
as to-the Work of Reformation-and Uiniformity in 
England and Ireland. The Generall Aſlembly upon: 
theſe conſiderations , having heard publikely read 
the CXI following Propoſttions exhibiced and ten- 
dered by ſome Bfethren , who were appointed to 
_ prepare-Articles or Propoſitions for the vindication 
of the Trueth in theſe particulars, Doth unanimouſly 
approve and agree unto theſe eight generall Heads of- 
Dotrinetherein contained and aflerted, viz.” r. That 
the Miniftery of the Word and the Adminiſtration of: 
the Sacraments of the New Teſtamens, Baptiſme and 
the Lords Supper , . are ſtanding Ordinances inſtituted 
by God himſelf, to continue in the Church to the 
end of the World. 2. Thar ſoch-as Adminifter the 
Word and Sacraments, oughtto be duely called and 
ordained thereunto, 3. That ſome Eccleſiaſticall 
cenſures are proper and peculiarto be inflicted onely 
upon ſuch as bear Office in the Kirk; Other cenſures 
are common and may bee inflicted both on- Mi- 
niſters and*other Members of the- Kirk. 4. Thar 
the cenſure of ſuſpenſion from the Sacramear of the 
Lords Supper, inflicted becanfe of groſle ignorance, 
or becauſe of a ſcandalons life and converſation, As 
likewiſe, the cenſure of Excommunication or caſting 
out. of the Kirk flagirious or contumacious offenders, 
x { both 


| both the one. cenſure and the-otheris wariantable by 
and-grounded. upen the Word of God, and is.ne- 
ceſſary.(inreſpe& of divine inſticution ) to be in-the 
Kirk. 5. That as the Rights, Power, and Authori- 
ty of. the Civill Magiſtrate are to bee maintained ac- 
cording to the Word of God, and the Confellions 
of the Faith of the Reformed Kitk-, Soitis no leſl 
true and cert. ine, that Jeſus. Chriſt, the onely Head 
and onely King of the Kirk , hath inſticuted and ap- 
pointed a Kirk Government diſtin& from the . Civill 
Government or Magiſtracic. 6. Thatche Ecclefliſti- 
call Government is commirte:! and intruſted by Chriſt 
tothe Aſſemblies of the Kuk, mave up of the Mi- 
niſters of che Word and Ruling Elders. 7. That the 
leſſer and inferiout Ecclc(13ſticall Aſſemblies , ought 
to bee ſubordinate and {ubjeR unto the greater and ſu- - 
periour Aſſemblics. 8. That notwithſtanding here- 
of, the Civil] Magiſtrate may 2nd ought'to ſuppreſſe 
by corporall or Civill puni!hments , ſuch as by ſprea- 
ding Errour or Herefie , or by fomenting Schiſme, 
greatly diſhonour God,dangerouſly hurt Religion and 
viſturbe che Peace of the Kirk. Which Heads of Do-- 
arine ( howſoever oppoled by the authors and to- 
menters of the foreſaid errours reſpeQively.). the 
Generall: Aſſembly doth firmely beleeve, own, main- 
raine, an commend unto others, as Solide, True, 
Orthodoxe, grounded upon the Word of God, con- 
ſonant rothe judgement both of the ancient and the 
beſt Reformed Kirks. And becauſe this Aſſembly. 
(through the mulr.tude of other neceſſary and preſſing 
buſſinefle ) cannot now have ſo much leiſure, asto 
examine and conſider. particularly. the torefaid CXI. 
A 3 Propoſt-. 


ation thereofis comemlited all referted tothe Tries: 
logicall facukies in the foar Ulniverfities of this King- 
dome , andthe. judgement of each of theſe faculties 
| 7oprangy From fame, isappointed to bee reportedto 

the next Generall Aſſembly. In the meane while, 


theſe Propoſitions ſhall bee Printed, both thar Copies 
theteof may bee ſent ro Presbyreries , -and that it 
may be free forany thar pleaferh ro perufe chem , and 
ro make known or ſend their judgement concerning 
« The ſame to. rhe ſaid.next Aﬀembly. 
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Sour Lord v0 Chriſt doth invilibly teach . 

and governe his Church by the Fly oe! Spl- 

OY rit : So in-gathering , 'prkeg; th 

$ Qing, Suil gs and faving thereo ke uſteh 

Miniſters as his inftryments and hath hath 

4 Mg appointed an order of ſome to Teach, and 
ISHS others to Learne inthe Church , andthat - 

fm: fioutdbe he Flock, md others the Paſtours.. 


For befide thefe - firſt fou aders of the Churet of Chrift - 
extraordinarily ſeht , and finiſhed with the gift of Miractes, 
whereay th mishe-confirme the Doctrj *; the Goſpel, he 

dppoinreFalf or linaty Paſtory and” Telcbos, tor the<xecur - 
ng of the Miniftery , even uytill his coinipg againe unto | 
:ement, £þÞ. 4. Lc, als 12, 13. Wherefore Pe MAY a3 


the namber of f Ga Pep le ,. or Wl bee accounted 


Chris ek the oth Kikiſters 
O ; 


of Gods Word anel Sacratieney (lawfully though medi- 
4-5) came, as the Kewards-and Ambatiadours of Chriſt 
himſelf. . | 


+ 3. 

Tt is not lawf:ll for avy man how fit ſoever and how 
mu:h ſoever inriched or beagtified with excellent gifts, to un- 
dettake the Adminittration either of the Wordor Sacraments 
Lythe will of private perſons ,.or others who-have not power 
and right to Call z much lee is it laytall by their owne judge- 
ment or arbitrement, to aſſume aa arrogate the ſame to them- 
ſelves : But before it bee lawtull ro und rgoe that Sacred Mi- 
niſte: y in Churches conſti:med, -a ſpeciall Calling, yea beſide, 
a lawtull Eletion ( which alone is not ſufficient ) a miſlion, 
or ſending, or (-as commonly it is tearmed ) Ordination, is 
neceſlarily required , and that both for-the avoiding of contu- 
ſion , and to bar out or ſhut the door ( fo far as jn us lieth ) 
upon impoſtors ; asalſo by reaſon of divine inſtitution delive- 
red tous in the Holy Scripture, Roms. 10. 15, Heb. 5. 4. Tot. 
I.5. 1 7:81.14 
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The Church ought to bee governed by no other perſons 
then Miniſters and Stewards preferred and placed by Chriſt, 
and after no other manner then according tothe Laws made 
by him ; and therefore, there is no power on earth which 
may. chalenge to it {elf Authority or Dominian over the 
Church : But whoſoever they are that would havethe things 
of Chriſt to bee adminiſtred not according to the Ordi- 
nance and will of Chriit revealed in his Word, but as it liketh 
them, and according to their own will ani preſcript, what 
other thing goe they a-out todoe then by horrible, ſacriledge 
tothrow down Chriſt from his own Lhrone, 


L 
For our onely Law-giver and Interpreter of his Fathers 
will, Jeſus Chriſt, hath preſcribed and foreappointed the rule 
according to which hee would have his Worthip and the Go- 
verament of his owne Houſe to bee ordered. To wreſt this 
rule of Chriſt laid opsnin-his holy" Word, to the Counſells, + 
ra ; Wills, 
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till the end of the World. Heb.. 1 3: - 17. 
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So traces it that | the Miniſters of the Qharch are lyable as 
welt to peculiar as tocommon cenſures ; Or that a Miniſter of 
the Chuveh 8'cenſured one way , and one of the people angs 
thef way, % 'w:<C oth 
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IT. 
- Eeeleſiaſticall cenſure, which is notproper to _Minifters, 
. bat eommonto- them with other Membetscf the Church, 4s 
either ſuſpenſion from the Lords Supper , ( which by others js 
called the Publicanes Excommunication, ): or the cutting off 


$ ynodes, 


| lnep-3% Þ 4 
Baſl.£ oft mpbiloriows Can. 4. nr. 16. 
ahi; Chop 27. Angffine in hishoodgainſt the Donarifts , af- 
wo+ the conference, Cap. 4 Chryſaſtons Homil. 8514n Manth. 
Gregor, the great Epiſt. lib... Chap, 651 ant66. #alutri-- 
ns $trabe of Ecclefaſbical matters. (bap. 17. "H 


" Fhat firſt and tothecentira/by Chriſts ordinance, i$t0 be 
anfictedon fach a3 have received Baprrfne, and pretend to be- 
erue Members of the Church ,. ory mam» rear 
. 4 + nor ge wo err war, ora ad- graceof:Choiſt 

er the Ohurch , whether for ilenorance of divine. 
things, the Law namely and Golpet; or hore og ſean- 
dull eitherotfalſe Dofrioe or wicked life. For theſe: cauſes. 
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converted , as wcll to the ve gas the enting : The 
Temple indeed of Jer»/alem had ſpeciall promiles, as 1t were 
pointing out with the finger a Communion with <od through 
Chriſt, 1 King. 8. 30, 48. Dan.6. 19. 2 (hron6. 16. and 
7.15, 16. Butris far otherwiſe with our Temples , or places 
of Church Aſſemblies, becan/c owr Temples containe nothing 
Sacramentall in them , ſuch as theT abernacle and T emple con- 
rained ; as the molt learned Profeſſors of Leyden ſaid rightly, 
in Synopſ. Par, Theologie Diſpnt. 48. T heſ. 47, : 

2 


L 

Wherefore the point to be here conſidered as that which 
is now aimed at , 1s this, that howlſoever even under the New 
Teſtament , the uncleannefſc of thoſe to whom the Word of 
God is Preached beetolerated ; yet all ſuch, of what eſtate or 
condition ſoever in the Church, 'as are defile4 with manifeſt 
and grievous ſcandals, and doe thereby witnefſe themſelves to 
be without the inward and ſpirituall Communion with Chriſt 
and the faithfull , may and areto bee altogether diſcharged 
from the Communion of the Lords Supper, untill they repent 
and change their manners. 

26. 

Beſides, even thoſe to whom it was not permitted to go 
into the holy Courts of Kracl, and to ingyre themſelves in- 
to Ecclefiaſticall Communion, and who did ſtand betweene 
the court of Iſrael and the utter wall , were'not therefore to 
be kept back from hearing the Word:; for in Solomons Porch, 
and ſo in the #ntermurale br court of the Gentiles , the Goſpel 
was Preached , both by Chritt, Job» io 23. and alſo by the 
Apoſtles, 4&s 3. 11. and 5. 12. and that of purpoſe, becauſe 
of the reaſon brought by Pineda, of the things of Salomon, 
book 5. Chap.1g. becauſe a more frequent multitude was there, 
and ſomewhat larger opportunity of ſowing the Goſpel : 
Wherefore to any whomſoever, even heathen people meeting 
there, the Lord wonld have the Word to he Preached , who 
notwithſtanding » purging the Temple, did not onely over- 
throw the tables of Money changers,and chaires of thoſe that 
fold Doves, but alſo, caſt forth the buyers and fellers 
C themſelves. 


ach chings, of fuck perſons in t 


27. 
Achoygh tion the Goſpel is to be Preached toevery crexure, 
the Lord in expreſle words commandiug the fame , Ada k, x 6. 
15. yet not to every one is ſet open an acceſle to the holy Sup- 
Tis that Hypocrites do lurk ia the Charch,who 
Jevdly con convicted and diſcovered , muck leſle repelled 
Fom the Lords Supper. Such ns are to be ſirffered, till 
the fanne of judgement the graine bee ſcparate from the 
chaffe.; But thole whoſe wicked deeds or words are knowne 
«nad made manifeſt , are altogether to bee debarred from parta- 
king thoſ: {ymboles of the Covenant of the Goſpel , leli that 
the Name of God bee greatly diſgraced , whilctt ſias are per» 
Mitted to ſpread abroad inthe Church wnpuniihed ; oricit the 
Stewards of Chriſt by imparting the ſigues of the Grace of 
God , to {uch as are continuing 1n- the (tate of impurity and 
ſcandall, bee partakers of their ſinnes. Hitherto of ſus 
ipcalion. 


28, 

Excommunication ought not to be proceeded anto, except 
when extreme necellity conltraineth « But whenfoever the 
ſogl- of the finner cannot otherwiſe bee healed , and that the 
ſafety of the Church requireth the cuttiag off of this or that 
Member, at behoveth tout? this lat remedy. Inthe Church 
of Rome indeed Excommunication hath beene turned into 
greateſt injultice and tyrannic ( as the Phariſees abuled the 
calting out of the Synagogues , which was their Excommuai- 
cation) to the fulfilling of: the lult oft their own mindes; Yet the. 
erdinanceof Chralt is not therefore by any of the Reformed 
Religion to be wterly thruſt away aud wholly rezeted. What 
Proteſtant knows not that the vallals of Aatichritt have drawa 
the Lords mapper og worlt and molt pernicious abulcs, as . 
NE nt wes nor che 

3 & who will jay things ac » { whether 
pn inept eroymment, or cy hehe mMcansor cad ) 
ave to be taken away.bechuſc of the abut ? | LE 
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29. 


They therefore who with an high hand do ere 1n theiy 
wickedneſle , after foregoing admanitions jt rbek defpiſed 
or carelcficly neglected, are jultly by Excammunication in the 
Name of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt cut off and caſt gut fram the (@- 
Ciety of the faithful), an4 are proveunced ta bee call aut from 
the Church , untill beejng filled with ſhame and calt downe, 
they {hall returve againe to a more ſaund minde , and by can- 
fell:on of their ſinne and amendment of their lives, they ſhall 
ſhew tokens of repentance , MMatrh. 18, 16,17, 18. 1-Cor. 5; 
13. Which places are alſo alleaiged in the Conteftion of Bo- 
bemia, 41. 8. to prove that the Excammunicatian of the ime 
penitent and ſtubborne , whoſe wickedneſle is known, is com- 
manded of the Lord: But if Qubbarne Heretickes or uncicay 
Perſons be not removed or caſt out from the Church , therein 
doe the Governours of the Church ſinne , and arc: faund guil- 
ty. Rev. 2. 14, 20, 


39. 
But that all abuſe and corruption in Eccleſiaſticall Govern- 
ment may be either prevented and zvoided ar taken away , or 
leſt the power of the Church either by the jgagrance or unskil» 
fulneſle of ſome Miniſters here and there, or alſo by too much 
heat and fervour of minde, ſhould run out beyond mealure ar 
bounds , or contrariwiſe beeing (but up within ſiraiter limits 
then is fitting, ſhould be made Fave Ho feeble, ar of none 
effet : Chriſt the. moſt wiſe Law-giver of his Church hark 
foreſeen and mae provifianto prevent all fuck evills which 
he 1id foreſee were to ariſe , and bath prepared and preſcribed 
for them intrinſecall and Ecchefiaſticall remedies, and thoſe 
alio jy their kinde (it lawfully and rightly applyed ) both 
ſuihicient and effecyall : Some whereof he hath molt exprefly 
ropognded in his Ward, and ſome he hath left to bee drawne 
as thence Þy neceſlary conſequence. 


31+ 
Therefore by realon of the danger of that which is called 
Gl avis erraus , or a wrong key ; and that it may not bee per- 


mitted to particular Churches te erre or fin licemiouly , -» 
; C 2 | 
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It mans cauſe be c «44 LLC perith , who in z parti- 
| calar Church had perhaps the ſame men both his adverſaries 
and his-jadges ; Alſo that common buſineſſes which doe be- 
long to many Churches , together with the more weighty and 
dithcult controverſies , ( the deciding wherecf in the conſiſto- 
ries of particular Churches is not ſafe tobee adventured v 
may bee handled and determined- by a common founſell of 
Presbyteries. Finally that the Governours of particular 
Churches , may impart help mutually one to another againſt 
the cunningand ſubtill enemies of the truth , and-may joyne 
their ſtrength together ( ſuch as it is ) by an holy combinati» 
on , and thatthe Church may bee as a camp of an Army well 
ordered ; le{t while every one ſtriveth ſingly, all of them bee 
ſubdued and overcome; or leſt by reaſon ofthe ſearcity of pru- 
dent and Godly Counſellers ( in the multitude of whom is 
fafcty ) the Affaires of the Church be undone ; For all thoſe 
conliderations particular Chim ches muſt bce ſubordinate to 
Clailicall Presoyteries and Synories. 


. "3% 

Wherefore tis not lawfull to particular Churchesor ( as 
commonly they-arecallcd ) Parochia!l,, either to decline the 
authority of Glaſſes or SynoJes , where they are lawfully ſet» 
led; or may be had ( much lefle toawithdraw themſelves from 
that authority , if they-have once acknowledged it!) or to re- 
fake ſuch lawfull Ordmances or Decreesot the Clafles or Sy- 
nodes , as being agreeable tothe Word of God are with au- 
thority.jmpoled upon them. 4&-s 15. 2,6, 22, 23, 24, 28, 29; 
As 16. 4. 


| 33+ 
Although .Synodes afſemble more: ſeldome, Claſſes and 
conliſtories of __n Churches more frequently; Yet that 
Synodes both Provincull and Nationall afemole at ſet and 


ordinary times as well as Clafſcs and Varochiall confittories is 
very expedient , and for the due preſervation of Church po- 
licie _ D:icipline,neceſlary. Sometime indeed it is expedi- 
ent they bee afſembl:d occafionally , that the urgent necellity 
bf the Church nuay be the more {pecdily provided far, -nainely 
Nt 6 ſo when. 


,— which withont' great! 


when fuch a buſinefſe: hap 
| off till the” appointed time of the. 


danger cannut bee put 
Synode. 


| 34 : 

But that beſides occaſional] Synodes , ordinary Synodes be 
kept at ſet-times, is moſt profitable , net onely that they may 
diſcaſſe and determine the more difficult Eccleſiaſticall cauſes 
coming before them , whether by the appeal of ſome perſon: 
agrieved,, or by the heſitation or doubting of inferiour Aflem- 
- blies ( for ſuch buſincfles very often fall ont; )- but alſo that 
the itate of the Churches whereof they. have the care , becing 
more certainly and frequently ſearched and knowne if there 
be anything wanting or amiſſe intheir Do&tine, Diſcipline or' 
Manners, or any thmg worthy of puniſhment ,-the ſlotkfull 
labourers in the Vineyard of-the Lord may bee made to ſhake 
off the ſpirit of ſlumber and ſlethfulreſſe, and beftirred up to: 
the attending and-folfilling more diligently their calling , and' 
not ſuffcred any longer to ſleep and ſnort in their office; the 
ſtraglers and wanderers may bee reduced to the way ; the un-: 
toward and ſtiffe-necked, which ſcarce or very hardly ſuffer 
the yoke of Diſcipline, ax alſo unquict perſons which deviſe 
new and burtfull things, .may bee reduced to order. Finally 
whatfoever doth hinder the more quick and efficacious cowſe 
of the-Goſpel, may be diſcovered and removed. Y 4 
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It is too too manifeſt (alas for it) that there are, which with: 
unwearyed diligence do moſt carcfally labour, that they may' 
oppreſle the 11berties and rights of Synodes, and may: take 
away fiom them all'ibertic of conſulting of things and matey 
ters Eccleſialticall, at lealt of' determining thereof ,-( for they 
well know how muck the union and harmonic of Churches 
may make- againlt their defignes. ) But ſo muchthe more it 
concerneth the orthodox Churches, to know, defend aid pre-- 
ſerve this excellent liberty. granted co-them by divine right; 
and foto ule it , thar iunininent dangers, approaching evils; 

urging grievances, ſcandalls growing up, {chifines riſing, -he- 
relies ExeePpiwg ing. cures ſpreading , and thites waxing tote. 
| C 3. | Bay) 


be correted and take s to the glory of God, the 
clibcuion end peacoof che Church | 
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Beſide Provinciall and Nationall Synodes,an Oecumenicall 
(focalled from 4;nvjuirs » that is from the habitable World ) 
or more truely a Generall,or if you will,an Univerſall Synode, 
if be it be tree and rightly conſtituted , and no other Com- 
mittioners but orthodox Churches bee admitted ( for what 
communion is there of light with darkneſle, of rightcouſreſſe 
with unrightcouſneſſe , or of the Temple of God with idols ) 
Such a Synode is of ſpeciall utility, peradventure alſo ſach a 
S is to be mp tor, ſurcly tis tobe wiſhed, that for de- 
cading the orthodox Faith, both againſt Popery and other He- 
refies, as alſo for propagating it to thoſe who are without , 
eſpecially the Jews , a more {trait and more firme conſocia- 
tion may bee cntered inty, For the unanimity of all the 
| Pomona fr in _ | ms 9g _— , fo on the 
, in it 1S pleaſant, molt profitable and 
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Unto the Univerſall Synode alſo ( when it may bee had ) 
isto bee referred the judgement of controverſies, not of all, 
but of thoſe which are controverfie jw1w, controverſies of 
right, neither yetof all thaſe, but of the chictand molt weigh.» 

controverſies of the orthodax faith, or of the moſt hard and 
uhuſuall caſcs of Confcicence. Of the controverſies of fact 
there is another and different conſideration to be had ; for be- 
ſides that it would be a great inconvenience thai plaintifes,per- 
ſans accuſed , and witneſſes bee drawne fi om the moſt remote 
Churches , to the generall or univenall Councell - the viſible 
commynion it ſelf of all the Chirches (on which the univer{al 
Counſel is built,and whereupan as on a foundation it leancth ) 
is not ſo much of company, tcllowſhip, or converſation, as of 
Religioa and Dodtrine. AY tre Chunches of the World doe 
ipdoed profefie the (arne tyue Religion and faith ; but there is 
beſide this s certaine commixture and conjundion of the 
. Churches of the lame Nation , a5 to a more near fdlowfhip 7 

| an 
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ul the Churches chonghog the hab?” 
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And for this canſe , as in doftrinall controverſies. which 
are handled by Theologues and Caluilts , and in thoſe which 
belong to the common State of the orthodoxe Churches , the 
Natianall Synode is ſubo dinate.gnd ſubjeRed to the univerſall 
lawfully contituted Syuode , and from the Nationall to the 
Occamenicall Synode ( when there is a. jult and weighty 
cauſe ) an appeal is open: So there is no need that the 2 
pealsof them wao complaine of injurie Jone to them CS 
the exerciſe of Dilciplinc in this oc that Church , hogld $6 
beyond the bounds of the Nationall Synode ; But tis a- 
greeable toreaſon that they ſhould reſt and acquieſce within 
thoſe bounds and borders ; And that the ultimate judgement of 
fach matters bee in the Nationall Syoode , unleſlc the thing t - 
ſelfe be ſo hard and of ſo great moinent , that the knot be jult» 
ly thonght worthy of a greater decider : In which cale the 
controverſie which is carried to the univerſall Synode, is 1ather 
of an abſtra& generall Theologicall propoſition ,.then of the 
pa:tirular or individual caſe, | 


d ſome intance, 
Which cannot nog be fa of 
table Wo.ld. N 
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Furthermore the Adminiſtiation of the Eccleſiatickpower 
in Conſiſtoties , Clailes and Synades , doth not atall tend to + 
weaken in any wiſe , hurt or miniſh the authority of the civill 
Magiſtrate , much lelſe to take it away,or deltroy its pea ra- 
ther by it a moſt profitavle help cometh to the Magiltrate', for 
atmuch as by the bond at Religion,mens coniciences are more - 
ſtraicly tyed unto him, There hath been indeed phantalticall 
men who under pretence and cloak of Cluiſtianiiberty, would 
aboliſh and caſt out Lawes and Judgements, Orders alſo, De- 
ces and Honours out of the commonwealth , and have been 
d to reckonthe fantion of the. Wagiltrate armed with the. 
ſword, among evilittings and plawfull : But che Reformed 
Churches doe renounce atud deteſt thoſe dreames, and do moſt 
harmonmonfly 'and moſtwillingly Canfeflc aud acknowledge. 
it 


it to be Gods will that the YVeHd bee governed byTawes and 
Policy ; and that hee him margy rp the civill Magi- 
ſtrate, and hath delivered to him the ſword te the proteRtion 
and praiſe of good men , but for puniſhment _ and revenge on 
the evill, that by this bridle, mens vices and faults may be re- 
firained , whether comnutted againſt the firſt or againſt the.ſe- 
cond Table. | 
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- The Reformed Churches beleeve alſo and openly confeſſe the 
power and authority of Emperours over their Empires, of 
Kings over their Kingdomes , of Princes and Dukes over their 
-Pominions,and of other Magiſtrates or States over their Com- 
. "monwealths and Cities,to be the Ordinances of Go4 himſelf, 
appointed as well to the manifeſtation of his owne glory , as 
to the ſingular profit of mankinde: And withall , that by rea- 
ſon of the will of God himſelf reyealed in his Word, wee 
muſt not onely ſuffer and be content that thoſe doe rule which 
*are ſet over their ownterritories , whether by hereditary or by 
electiveright, but alſo to love them, fear them, and with all 
reverence and honour imbrace then as the Ambaſſadours and 
Miniſters of the moſt high and runs, being in his ſtead, 
and preferred-for the good of their Subjets 3 to powre out 
Prayers for them, to pay tributes to them , and in all n—_—— 
_ "of the Commonwealth which are not againſt the Word of 
God, to obey their lawes and ediQs. 
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The orthoJdoxe Chnrches beleeve alſo , and doe willing- 
1y acknowledge, that every lawfull Magiſtrate, being by God 
himſelf conſtituted the and defender of both Tables of 
the Law , may and ought firſt and chictly to take care of Gods 
glory, and ( according to his place , or in his manner and 
'way ) to preſerve Religion when pure, and to reſtore it when 
decayed and corrupted ; And to provide a learned and 
y Miniſtery, Schools alſo and Synodes, as likewiſe to re 
ftraine and punyſh as well Atheiſts, Blaſphemers, Hereticks 
| and Schiſmaticks, as the violaters of Juſtice and Givill Peace. 
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Wherefore the opinion of thuſe SeRtaries of this age is 

her to be diſallowed, who, though otherwiſe inſinu- 

ating themſelves craftily into the Magiſtrates favour , doe de- 
ny unto him the anthority and righe of reſtraining Hereticks 
and Schiſmaticks, and do hold and maintaine that ſuch perſons 
how much ſoever hurtfnll and pernicious enemies to true Re- 
ligion and to the Church , yet are to bee tolerated by the Ma- 
gil » if ſo bee he conceive them to bee ſuch as no way vio- 
ate the Laws of the Commonwealth, and inno wiſe ditturbe 


the civill Peace. 
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Yet thecivill Power and the Eccleſialticall ought not by 
any meanes to be confounded or mixed together : Both pow- 
ers are.indeed from God and ordained for his Glory , and both 
to be guided by his Word , and both are comprehended ander 
that precept, Honour thy father and thy mother : So that men 
ought to obey both civill Magiſtrates and Eccleſiaſticall, gover- 
nours.in the Lord ; To both powers their proper dignity and 
authority is to be maintained preſeryed in force: To bork 
alſo is ſome way entruſted the keeping of both Tables of the 
Law , alſo both the one and the other doth exerciſe ſome ja- 
riſdiction , and giveth {entence of judgement in"wn externalf 
conrt or julicatory : But theſe,and other things of likeſort;in' 
which they agree notwithſtanding , yet by nmarvellons'y 
differences are they diſtinguiſhed the one from the other, and 
the rights of both remaine diſtin, and that eight. manner of 
wayes , Which ir {hall not bee amiſle here to adde, rhatnnto 
oe of theſe Adminiſtrations, its own ſct bounds may bee the 
better maintained. | | | Y 
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Firſt of all therefore they are diffzrenced the one from 

the other, in reſpe of the very foundation and the inſtituti+ 

on; . For the political or civilt-power is grounded- upon the 
Law 6f natute it felfe ; and for that cauſe it is:common'to In- 
fidels with Chriltzans : The "__ Ecciclialticall 


immediatly 


".-s  . 
jinimediatly upon the poſitive Law.of Chriſt alone , that beer 
longeth tothe Univerſall Dominion of God'the Creator ove- 
allNations; tat this noto the ſpec1all and Oeconomicall King. 


dome of Chriſt the Mediator, which hee exerciſeth in the 
Church zlone, and whichis not of this World. 
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Theſecond: difference is 1a the o:jet,. or matter about, 
which :. The power politick or civil. 1s cccupied about the. 
outward man , and civill- or carthly things ,. about Warre, 
Peace ,. conſervation. of Juſtice , and good order in.the. 
Commonwealth ; alſo a:out the outward bul:neſle or exter- 
nall things of the C harch , whichare indced neceſlary to the 
Church ,. or prohtable,. as touching the outward wan, yet not 
properly and purely ſpiritaall , for they doe not reach unto the 
ſoul , but only toth&externall ſtate aad condition of the Mis 
nilters and Meinders of the Church. 

46. 

For the better underſtanding whereof , tis to bee obſerved 
that (5 farre as the Miniſters and Memoers of the Church are 
Citizens,. Su:jeRs, or Membergot the Commoniuvealth ,. it is 
inthe power of the Magiſtrate, to judge; determine and give 
ſentence Toncerning the diſpoſing of ther todies or goods ; - As 
alſo concerning the maintenance of the poor , ſick, the ba- 
niſhed, and of others inthe Church which are aftited ; To 
regulate (fo farre as concerneth the civill order ) Varriages, » 
Buials, and other circumſtances which are common both to 
holy , and alſo to koneſt civill focieties ; to aftoord placesfit 
for holy Aſſemblies and 'other externall helps by which the 
facred matters of the Lord may be more ſafely , commodiouſ- 
ly,and more eaſily inthe Church performed : To remove the 
externall impediinents of divine Worihip or of Ecclefiaſticall 
Peace , and to feprefſe thoſe which exalt theniſelves againlt 
the true . Church aad her Miniſters, and doe raiſe up trouble 
2£ainſt them. 


47: 
The mattermay further bee thus illuitrated ; There is al- 
molt the like reſpeRt and conſideration of. the Vagiltrate as he 
| . IS, 
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& occupied about the or of the Charch., 'anJ'sf 
the Eccleſialtick Miniſtery as it is occupied about the inward 
or ſpirituall part of civill Government, that is, about thoſe 
things which in the Government of the Commonwealth be- 
Aong tothe conſcizncc. It is one thing to governe the Com- 
monwealth , and to make politicall and civill Lawes ; ano- 
ther thing to interpret the Word of God, andont of it to 
ſhew tothe Magiſtrate his duty, to wit, how he ought to go- 
verneth: Commonwealth, and in what manner he ought ts 
uſe the ſword. The former is proper and peculiar tothe Ma- 
pe (neither doth the Miniltery i utermeddl. or intangle it 

elf into ſuch buſineſl>s,) but the latter is contained within the 
office of the Miniſters: 
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Foro that end alſo is the holy Scripture profitable, to ſhew 
which is the belt manner of governing a Commonwealth, and 
that the Magiltrate as being Gods Miniſter may by this guidi 
Starre bee to direte\, as that he may execute the _— 
his office , according to the will of God, and may perfealy 
be inſtructed to _ good work ; yet the Minilter is not {aid 
_properly to treat of civill buſineſſes, but of the ſcandalls 
. Which ariſe avout them , or of the cales of conſcicace which 
-OCCurre in the Adminiſtration of the Commonwealth : So al- 
fo the Maziltrate is not properly ſail to be exerciſed avout. the 
ſpirituall things of the Church, but rather about thoſe exter- 
nall things which adhere unto and accompany the ſpirituall 
things. 


49+ 
Andiafſuch externall marters of the Church, although 
all Magiltrates will not , yet all, yea even heathen Magiitrates 
may anJ ought to aide and help the Church ; Whence it is 
that by the command of God , Prayers are to be made alſo for 
an heathen Magiſtrate, that the faithfull uader them may live 
A quiet life with all goJlinefle and honeſty. 1 Tim. 2:12. 
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Unto the externall things of the Church. belongeth not 
onely the correRtion of Hereticks and other troutlers of the 
D 2 Church, * 
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Church, but alfo'th arger 20d way of convocating 
mand calling together Synodes which is proper to the Magy., 
irate; for the Magiſtrate ought by his authority and power 
both to eſtablith-the Rights and Liberties of Synodes afſean» 

ing together, at tunes appointed by the knowne and recehs 
ved Law, and to indit and gather together Synodes occaſio- 
mally, as often as the neceſſity of' tie Church ſhall require 
the ſame ; Not that all or any power to conſult or determine 
of tccleliaſtick or Spirituall matters doth ſow or ſpring from 
the Magiſtrate as Headof the Church under Chrilt 3 but bee- 
cauſe in thoſe things pertaining to th? outward man, the 
Church necdeth the Magiltrates aid and ſupport. 


Fl 
©o that the Magiſtrate calleth together Synodes, + not as 
touching thoſe things which are proper to Synodes 3 but in re- 
ſpec of the things which are common to Synodes with other 
meetings and civill publike Aſſemblics , that is, not as they 
are Aemblies in the name of Chriſt , to treat of matters ſpi- 
rituall , but as they are-publike Aflemblies within his territo- 
ries ; for to the end that publike conventions may bee kept in 
any territorie, the licence of the Lord of that place ought to 
bedefired. In Synodes therefore a reſpeRt of order, as well 
Civill as Ecrleſiatticall is to bee had ; An4 becaulc of this Ci- 
vill order, outward defence, better accommodation, toge- 
ther wit h fate accefle and receſſe, the conſent and command- 
ment of him who is appointed to take care of, and detend hu- 
mane order, doth interveene. 
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- Moreover when the Church is rent aſunder by unhappy 
and lamentable ſchiſmes, while they who have raiſed the 
troubles, and have given cauſe of folemne gathering a Sy- 
node { whether by their Herefice or Schilſme or Tyranny, 
or any other fault of others ) uſe to place the great 
and of their cauſe in declining and flecing therriall 
and ſentence of a free Synode , as being formilable to them ; 
Whoſeeth not that they cannot be drawn to a publike and ju- 
ditialltryall, nor other diſobedicnt perſons be ventpeſincns 
Fae +1150 8" oDedience 
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obedience without the 
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The objet of Eeeleſiaſticall power is' not the fame 
with the objeR of the CivilÞpower , but much differing fron 
ic; for the Ecclefraitical} power doth determine and appoint 
nothing concerning mens bodies,goods; dignittes, civill rights, 
but 1$ gri.2,7 only a>out theitiward man , or the ſoul 3 not 
that it can ſearch the heatts , or judge of the ſecrets of the 
conſcience , which is in the Power of God alone : Yet not» 
withtanding it hath for its proper objzet thoſe ' externalls 
which are purely ſpiritnal} , and do belong properly and moſt 
nearly to the ſpiriruall good of the foul ; Whieh alſo are tear- 
med, 74 ira Tis kxnancias the invvard things of the 
Church. 


ae tes publike mandate and 
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Thoſe things then wherein the Eccleſiaſticall power is ex- 
erciſed,, arethe Preaching of the Word , the Adminiſtration 
of Sacraments , publike- Prayer and Thankſgiving , the Ca» 
techiſing and inltruRting of children and ignorant perſons, the 
examination of thoſe who are to come to the holy Communi- 
on, the Ecctefraſticall Diſcipline , the Ordinatioa/of Mini» 
ſters, and the abdication , depofing; and degrading of them 
( if they become like unfavory falt ) the deciding' and detere 
mining of | controverſies of Faith and caſes of Conſcience, 
Canonicalt conſtitutions concerning the treaſury of the 
Church and 'colleRions of the Faithfull , as alſo concerning 
EFccleſiaſticall rites , or indifterent things, which pertaine to 
the keeping of decgucy and order inthe Church, according to 
the generall les ot” Chriſtian love and prudence contained 
inthe Word of God, | 
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Tis trite that about the fame things ;-the Civill power is at» 
eupyed', as touching the-ontward mar, or the out ward dif 
Doldig of divine things 1n this-or that Domiyon , as was ſaid; 
not asthey are Spinitnal] and Evangelical Ordinences piercing 

into the conſcienceit felf3'But'the obje& of itheipower Et» - 

"* | D 3 clelialticall.. 


eleſiaſticall is a thing. meerlty anc pany iritnall ; and-info 
far as itis ſpirituall ) for even that juri{iftion Eccleſialticall 
which is exerciſed in an outward court or judicatory , and 
which iofliteth publike cenfures , for>iddeth from the uſe of 
the 'toly Supper , and excluleth f.om the ſociety of the 
Church) Joth properly concerne.the inyyard man , or the re- 
pentance and-lalvation of the ſoul. ., 
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Surelyth2 Faithfull and Godly Miniſters, although they 
could doe it uachallenged and uncontrolled, andwere thereia 
allowed by the Magiltrate ( as in the Prelaticall times it was) 
yet would not uſurpe the power of life and death, or jadge 
and determine concerning mens honours, goods, inheritance, 
diviſion-of Families., or. other civill buſineſſes ; ſeeing they 
well know theſe things to bee heteroZeneous to their otice : 
But as they ought not to entaagle themſelves with the judge- 
ing of civill cauſes, ſo if .th:y ſhould bee negligent and 
flotkfull in their owae olfice, they thall in that bre oo leſle 


culpabvle, 
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Tothe objeR alſo of Eccleſiaſticall power belongeth the 
efſembling of Synodes , ſo far as.they are ſpirituall Aſſemblies 

ertothe Church, and aflembled inthe holy Ghoſt , for 
being fo conſidered , the governours of Churches after the ex- 
ample of the Apoſtles and Pres>yters , As 15. ina mani- 
feſt danger of the Church, ought to uſe their owne right of 
meeting together and conveening , that the Churches endan- 
gered may de relieved and A 


5 . 

Thirdly, Thoſe powers are differenced ſn reſpet of their 
formes , aud that three wayes : For firſt the Civill power, al- 
though in reſpe& of Gol it bee Miniſterial , yer in reſpe of 
the - SubjeRs it is Lordly and Magiſteriall. Eccleſiaſticall 
power is indeed furni with authority , yet that authority 
15 liker the- Fatherly then the Kingly authority ; Yea alſo tis 
purely Miniſteriall , much leſſe can it bee lawtull to Miniſters 
of the Church.to bear dominion over the flock, 
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F mperours,Kings,and other Magiſtrates are indeed appointed 
fathers of the Couatrey , but th.y are withall Lords of their 
People and Sutjefts ; Not as it it were permitted to them to 
bear rake and command at their own will and as they lilt ( tor 
they. are the Miniſters of God tor the good and protit of the 
Sucjets) yet it belongs to their power truely and properly to 
exerCile dominion. to hold principality , to proceed imperi- 
ouſly. Its indeed the ducty of Minitters and Rulers of the 
Church to overſee, to feed as ſhepherds , to correct and re- 
Qitie , to bear the keyes , to bee Stewards inthe houſe of 
Chriſt ,. but in no wite to bee Lords over the houſe, orto go- 
verae as Lords, or Lordlit.e to rule; .yea 1n brick, this isthe 
difference between the civill Magiſtrate and the Eccleſiatticall 
Miniſtery,in reſpect of thoſe which arecommitted to theirtrult, 
that the lot.of the former is to bee ſerved or miniltred unto, 
the lat of the latter to miniſter or ſerve. 

60, 

Now we have one onely Lord which governes our ſouls, 
neithet-is-it competent to man, but to God alone to have pow- 
er and authoriry over conſciences- But the Lord hath appoin= 
ted his owne Stewards over his own tamily, that according 
to bis commandment they may give to every one their allow= 
ance or portion ,.and to diſpenſe his myſteries faithfully ; and 
to them hee hath delivered the keyes ,.or pawerof letting in 
into his-honle ,. or excluding out of his houte thoſe whom hee 
himſelt will have ler in. or thut out AMatth. 16, 19. and 18. 


18, Luk;12.42. 1 Cor:4. 1. Tit, 1.7. 
Gl, 


Next , the civill power is indued with authority of cont- 
pelling ,- But it belongs not tothe Miniltery to compell the: 
difobeaient ; If any.compulſioa bee in or-about . Ecclefiaſticall - 
matters , tis adventitious from without, .to wit , from the. 
help and_allittance of the M.agittrate , nor from the nature of- 
t ccleliattical} power , from which it is: very heterogeneous;.. 
and therefore if any Suſpended or. Excommunicate perfon - 
ſhou.d be found who ſhall be ſo ſiffke-necked,and fo unvudenit,, .. 

that” 


that at once he caſt off all ſhame, and make no account at all 
of thoſe cenſimres, but ſcorne and contemne the ſame , or per- 
adventure ſhall inſolently or proudly e and obtrude him- 
felf upon the Sacrament, or being alſo filled with devilliſh 
malice do more and more contradict and blaſpheme; the Ec- 
cefiaſticall Miniſtery in fuch cafes hath nothing more todo by 
way of juriſdiftion : Bur the Magiſtrate hath in readmeſle a 
compelling juriſditzon and externall force , whereby fuch 
ſtubbotne rebellious a3d unJaunted pride may bee externally 


reprefled. 
62, 


Laſtof all, the power of the Magiſtrate worketh onely 
politically or civilly , according to the nature of the Scepter 
or Sword , maketh and guardeth civill Lawes, which ſome- 
times alſo he changeth or repealeth , and other things of that 
kinde hee effecteth with a fecularpower : But the Eccleſiaſti- 
call power dealeth ſpiritually , and onely inthe Name of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt , and by authority entruſted or received from 
him alone : neither is it exerciſed without Prayer or calling on 
the Name of God ; nor laſtly doth it uſe any other then ſpiri- 
tuall WEAPONS, x 
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The ſame finne therefore in the ſame man may be puniſhed 

one 'way by the civill, another way oy the Eccleſiaſtical 
power ; by the civill power under the formality of a crime, 
with.corporall or pectmiary puniſhment ; By the Ecclefialti- 
call power, uhder the notion'and nature of feandall , with a 
ſpirituall cenſure , even as alſo the ſame civil queſtion is one 
way deliberate npon and handled by the Magiſtrate in the Se- 
nate or place of Judgement; anotber way by the Miaiſter of 
the Church, in the Presbytery or Synode ; by the Magiſtrate 
ofarre as it pertaineth tothe Government of the Common- 
wealth, by the Miniſter, ſo faras it refpe&ts the conſcience; 
for the Eccleſiaſticall Mmiſtery alſo is exercifed about civill 
things ſpiritually , in ſo far as it teacheth and admoniſheth the 
Magiſtrate out of the Word of 'God what is beſt and moſt ac- 
_ctptableunto God)z or as it reproveth freely unjuſt ſulgemony, 
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anjuſt warres, and the like, and ont of the Scripture threat- 
neth the wrath of God to be revealed againſt all unrighteouſ- 
neſſe of men; So allo is the Magiſtrate ſaid to bee occupied 
civilly about ſpirituall things. 

64. 

Therefore all the ations of the civill Magiſtrate , even 
when hee is imployed about Ecclefialticall matters, ere of 
their own nature and eſſentially civill : he punifheth externa}- 
1y 1dolaters, Blaſphcmers, Sacrilegious pertous, Hereticks, 
Prophaners of holy things, and according to the nature and 
mealure of the1inne hee condemneth to death or danyſhment, 
forfeiture of goods, or impriſonment ; he guardeth and un- 
derproppeth Eccleſialticall Cannons with civill authority, 
giveth a place of habitation to the Church in his territorie, 1e- 
{traineth or cxpelleth the inſolent -and untamed gifturbers 
of the Chuich. | £ 

G5. , 

Hee taketh care alſo for maintaining the Miniſters and 
Schools, and fupplieth the temporall neceititics of Gods Ser- 
vants , by his command afſembleth Synodes, when thett s 
ncedof them; and ſummoneth, calleth out , and drawes to 
eriall the unwilling , which without the Magiitrates (trength 
and authority cannot be done, as hath been alreadic fail.; he 
maketh Syrodes alſo ſafe and ſecmre, and ina civill way pre- 
ſideth or moderateth in them (if it ſotcem good to him) either 
by himſelf or by a ſubltitute Commiſſioners: ' In alk which 
the power of the Magiltrate- though occupied abour fpirizuall 
things, is not for all that ſpirituall but civill. 1995 

56. 


Fourthly , they differ inthe end + The inimediate neareſt 
end of civill power is , that the good of 'the Commionwealth 
may bee provided for and procared', whether ithe-intimeaf 
Peace, according to the rules of Law and counſell of: Judges 
or in time of Warre according to_the rules-of Militarie pra- 
dence; .and fo the temporall ſafety of the Subjedts nay bee 
procared , and that externall Peace and civill Liberty may bee 
Preſerved, and being Joſt may beagaine-xeRored. | 11 |. *, ; » 
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But the chiefeſt and laft alt of civill Government is, the 

wplory of God the Creator, namely,that thoſe which do evil be- 
mg by a ſuperiourpower reſtrained or puniſhed, & thofe which. 
doe good getting praiſe of the ſame, the Su>jects ſo much the . 
more may ſhun 1mpiety and injuſtice, and that Vertae, Juſtice 
an4 the Morall Law of God ( astonching thoſe eternall due- 
ties of- both Tables, unto which all the poſterity of Adam 
are oblieged ) may remain in — and flouriſh, 

| 6 


But whereas the Chriſtian Magiſtrate doth wholly devote 
himſclf to the —_— of the Goſpel andKingdom of Chriſt, 
and doth dire&t and bend all the might and ({trength of his au- 
thoritytothat end : This-proceedeth not from the nature of 
his office or funtion , which is common to him with an Inft- 
dell Magiſtrate ; but from the influence of his common Chrj- 
ſtiad calling into his particular vocation. 


69. | 

For every member of-the Chntch (and ſo alfo the faith- 
fill and godly Magiltrate) ought to referre and order his par- 
ticular vocation, faculty,ability, o ver and honour to this end, 
that the Kingdome of Chriſt may bee-propagated and promo- 
ted , and the true Religion bee cherithed and defended : So 
that the advancement of the Goſpel and of all the Ordinan- 
ces of the Goſpel, . is1ndee1 the end of the Godly Mag'ſtrate, 
not of a -Magiltrate ſimply ; or ( if yce will rather ) tisnot 
the end of the office it ſelf, but of- him who doth execute the 
ſame pioully. 


70, 

But the end of *Eccleſiaſtical! power , yea the end as well 
of the Miniſtery itſelf, as of the Godly Miniſter, is, that tht 
K meof:Chrilt-may-bee fet forward , that the pathes of 
the Lord' bee made ſtraight ,-that his holy myſteries may bee 
kept pure,, that ftumbling-blocks may-bee removed our of the 
Church, leſt @ little leaven, leaven - th whole tamp ; or 
leſt one ſick or ſcabbed ſheep inte the whole flock ; that the 
faithfull may fo walk as it becoineth the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
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nd that the wandering ſheep of Chriſt may be converted and 
brought back to the ſheepfold. is is 
71. | 

And ſeeing this power is given of the Lord, notÞ deftru- 
ion but to edification 3 Therefore this ſame ſcope is propoun- 
ded in Excommunication, ( which is the greateſt and laſt of 
Eccleſiaſticall cenſures ) namely , that the ſoul of aw otfen- 
fing brother may be gained to Chriſt , and that being ſtricken 
with fear , and the ſtubborne finner filled with ſhame, may 
by the grace of Goibe humbled, and may (as a brand plack- 
ed out of the fire ) bee ſnatched out of the ſnare of the devill, 
and may repent unto ſalvation 4 at leaſt the relt may enrne 
away from thoſe which are branded with ſach a cenſure , leſt 
the foul infeion docreep and ſpread further. 


72. 

Fifthly , they are diſtinguiſhed by the effet. The effeRt 
of civill power is cither proper or by way of redundance 5 
The proper effc& is the ſafety temporall of the Common 
wealth , externall tranquillity, the fruicionof civill Liberty, 
and of all things which are neceſlary to the civill Society of 
men: The effet by way of redundance isthe good of the 
Church, to wit, in ſo far as by execution of Jultice and good 
Lawes, ſome impediments that uſually hinder an1 diſturbe the 
courſe of the Goſpel , are avoided ortaken away. 


73» 

For by how much the more faithfully the Magiſtrate exe- 
cuteth his othice in puniſhing the wicked , and chertſhing and 
encouraging good men , taking away thoſe things which 
withſtand the Goſpel, and puniſhing or driving away the 
troublers and ſubverters of the Charch 3 fo-muchtne morethe 
orthodox Faith and Godlinefle are reverenced and had inelti- 
mation, ſinnes are hated an1 feared : Finally, a'l the ſubjects 
contained ( as much as concerneth/ the out ward mai)” with> 
in the liſts of Gods Law ; whence alfo by conſequence it'hap= 
| mY by Gods bleihing, that the Church is defiled with 
ewer ſcandals, and doth obtaine the more freedome and 
Peace. ' | : 
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But the proper effet of hs Eccleſiaſtical power , or 
keyes of the Kingdome of heaven is wholly ſpirituall ; for 


the at oltibiading and looſing, of retaining and remittingſios, 
doth reach to the ſoul and conſcience it felf ( which cannot 
be ſaidiof. the a of the civill power i Ani as unjuſt Excome 
munticationis void , So Eccleſiaſticall cenſure being inflied 
| bythe Miniſters of Chrilt and his Stewaris according to his 
will, is ratified in heaven, Aſatth. 18. 18. and therefore 

ht to be eſteemed and acknowledged in like maaner as in» 
flicted by Chriſt hinſelf, 
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Sixthly , .they are alfo difterenced in reſpeR of the ſab jeR: 
The politick power is committed ſometimes to one, ſome- 
times to more , ſometime by right of eleftion , ſometime by 
fight of faccefſion ; 'Byt the. Eccleſialticalt power is compe- 
tent t9-none under the New Teſtament by the right of ſacceſ- 
fion, but he-who bath it mult be called by God and the Church 
to it; - neither was it given by Chrift to ane either Paſtor or 
Elder , much lefle to a Prelate, but #0 the Charch, that is to 
the confiſtory, of -Yregbyters ; Tis confefſed indeed , aud who 
canbae ignorant of it , that the. power (as they call it) of 
exder. doth belong to particular Miniſters \, and is by each 
X them apart lawfully exerciſed ? Bvt that power which is 
commonly called of jmiſdiftion is committed not toone, but 
tothe unity , that. is to a coſiftory ; therefore Eccleſraſticall 
renſurg ought not tg be 9" but &y many. 2'Cor.2.6, 
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©: Seventhly,, they differ as -touching the correlative. 
God hath commanded that unto the civill power, every ſoul, 
or all Members of the Commonwealth , of what condition 
and ellate ſocyer be ſutyet ; for what have wee to'dos with 
the Hapilts., who willLhavetheon whom they call the Clerg 
or Eccleliaſticall perſons , to bee free from the yoke of the ci- 
vill Magiſtrate ? - The Eccldſiafticall power extends it {elf to 
none other ſubjects then nata thoſe whic 

er Members of the.Church. 
_ bd 77s 


chare-called Brethren, 


UMI 


Eighthly, there remaineth another difference in reſpeR of 
the diltin&t and divided exerciſe of authority. For either 
power ceafing from its duty , or remitting puniſhment , that 
doth not ( ſurely it ought not.) prejudice the exerciſe of the 
other power ; namely if- the Magiſtrate ceaſe to do his Juty,or 
do neglec to puniih with ſecular puniihmentthoſe malefators 
which by profeſſion are Church Members : Nevertheleſle , it 
is in the power of the Governours of the Church , by the 
bridle of Eccleſatticall Diſcipliae to curb ſuch men ; yea alſo 
by vertue Of their office they are bound to doe it ; and on the 
other part» the Vagil:rate may and ought to puniſh in life and 
limme, honours or goods, notwithſtanding of the oftenders 
repentance or reconciliation with the Church. 
78. 

Therefore the one ſyord being put up in the ſcabbard, it 
is free and often neceſlary to draw the other. Neither pawer 
is bound to calt out or receive him whom the other doth caſt 

th or receive : The reaſon whereof is, becauſe the Eccle- 

ſticall Miniltery doth chiefly reſpet the repentance to ſal va= 
tion , and gaining of the ſinners {ſoul ; wheretfore it alfo.im+ 
braceth all kindcs of wicked men repenting, and receiveth 
them into the b« ſome of the Church: The Magiſtrate pro- - 
poſeth to himſclt another and much differing ſcope ; for even 
repenting oftcnders are by him puniſhed, both that Juftice aud 
the Lawes may be fatished , as allo to terrifie others ; hence 
it is that abſolution from Ecclelialtick cenluic freeth not at all 
mo Cn from civill judgement and the externall 

Words | 
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. Seeing then there are ſo-many and ſo great differences of oth 
Ottices, and ſeeing alſo that the fuaRtion of Miniſters aod El- 
ders of the Chu:ch is not at all contained in the office of the - 
Vagiltrate ; ncither on the othcr. part , this is comprehended 
within that ; Magiſtrates ſhali no lefle (in in uſurping-Feele- 
lialticall power, miniſtring holy-things , ordaining Miniſters,, . 
or cxerciſiaz Dilcipline Eccleſialticall, then Minilters flould | 
E-3, | lin ,; 


\ fin in ruſhiog\into the borders of the Magiſtrate , and in 
thruſting themlſclves into his _ 


Neither are thoſe powers more mingled one with other, or 
lefle diſtinguiſhed , where the Magiltrate is a Chriſtian, then 
where he 18 an Infidell ; For as in a beleeving Fatt er and in an 
IJnfidell Father, the rights of a Father are the ſame, fo in a 
Chriſtian Vagiltrate', 'and in an Infidell Magiltrate , the rights 
of Magiſtrates are the ſame ; Sothat tothe Magiſtrate conver- 
ted to the Chriltian Faith, there is no acceſſion of new right, 
or jacreaſe of civill power, although being indned with true 
Faith and Piety , he is made more hit and willing to the nnder- 
going of his ottice and the doing of his duery. 
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I. 

Sothen the Word of God and the Law of Chriſt which 
by ſo evident difference ſeparateth and diſtinguiſheth Eccleſi- 
alticall Govcrament from the Civill , forbiddeth the Chriſtian 
Magiſtrate to enter upon or uſurpe the Miniſtery of the Word 
and Sacraments, , or the juridicall diſpenſing of the keyes of 
the Kingdome of Heaven , to invade the Church-Government, 
or to Chalenge to himſelf the right of both ſwords , {pirituall 
and corporall ; But if any Magiſtrate ( which God forbid ) 
ſhould dare to arrogate to himſelf ſo much , and to enlarge his 
Skirts fo far, the Church ſhall then ſtraightway be conſtrained 
to.complaine juſtly , and cry out, that though the Pope is 
Changed , yet Popedome remaineth [ti1L 

82, 

It is unlawfull moreover to a Chriſtian Magiſtrate to with- 
ſtand the praiſe and execution of Eccleſiaſticall Diſcipline, 
(whether it be that which belongs to a particular Chuch, or 
the matter be carried to a Claſle or Synode ) Now the Magi 
ſtrate withſtandeth the Eccleſiaſtick Diſcipline, either by pro- 
hibitions and unjuſt Lawes, or by his evill example ſtirring up 
_— others to the contempt thereof, or to the tram- 
pling it unler foot. 


h | . 83+ 
Surely the Chriſtian Magiltrate (if at any time hee give 
any 


= 


| tny grievous ſcancall to theChurch,) ſeeing he alſo is a: mem- 
ber of the Church , ought no wayes diſdaine to ſuomit hum+ 
{elf to the power of the keyes ;- Neither is this to be marvel- 
te1 at, for even as the otfice of the Miniſter of the Church is 
no wayes ſubordinate and ſubjefted to the civill power , but 
the perſon of the Viniſter ,. as he is a member of the Common 
wealth is ſu>je& thereto: . So the civill power it (elf, orthe 
Magiſtrate , .as a Magiſtrate ,-is not ſubjected to Eccleſiaſtick 

wer 3 yet that man who is a Magiſtrate ought ( as hee is a 
member of the Church ) tobe under the Churches cenſure of 
his manne1s., after the example of the Emperour Theodoſons,. 
unleſſe he will deſpiſe and-ſet at nonght Ecclefiaſtick Difſti- 
plinz, and indulge the ſwelling pride of the fleſh. 


If. any man ſhonl4 again o>je&t that the Magittrate is not in- 
deed to refilt Ecclefatticall Government , yet that the abuks 
thereof areto be corrected an4taken away by him : The ar.- 
ſwer is ready, in the worſt and troubleſome times, or in the 
decayed and troubled eſtate of things, when the ordinance cf 
God in the- Charch -is-violzntly turned into tyranny to the 
treading down of true Religion, and tothe opprelling of the 
Profeſiors thereof, and when nothivg-almolt is fond or 
whole, divers things are yeelded to be lawtull to godly Magj- 
ſtrates, which are not ordinarily lawfull for them , that fo to 
extraordinary diſeaſes extraordinary remedies may be-applyed: 
Soalſo the Magiltrate aowing his power-unto tyranny , and 
making havock of-all , tis lawfull toreſiſt him by ſome extras 
ordinary wayes and meancs , which are not ordinarily to - 
bee allower. | 
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Y<tordinarily and by commoy or known Law and right jn 
ſettled Churches , it any man have recourſeto the Magittrare 
tocomplain, that through abuſe of Eccleſiaſtick D.{cipline;”. 
injury 1s done to him , or if any ſentence. of- the: Paſtors and 
Elders of the Chutch , ,whether concerning LHaith or Viſcis- 
pline , do diſpleaſe or ſeem unjylt unto. the Magiltrate: himfctF; 
it. is not for that cauſe lawtull to. draw. thoſe -Ecclefiafticall - 
caulcs 


” 


cauſes to a civill tribunal ; or to bring in 4 Kinde of politicall 
of Civill Popedome-. d ' 

What then ? Shall it be lawfull ordinarily for Miniſters 
and Elders to do what they lit , vr ſhall} the Governonrs in the 
Churches, glorying in the Law , by their tranſgreilion diſho- 
nour God ; God forbid. For hirlt , it they ſhall xreſpaſſe in 
any thing againſt the Magiſtrate or municipalt Lawes , whe- 
ther by intermedling i judging of civill cauſes , or other- 
wiſe diſturbing the peace and order of the Common-wealth, 
they are lyable to civill tryall and judgements, and it is in the 
power of the Magiltrate to _—_ and puauth them, 
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*.. Again it hath been before thewed , that to Eccleſiaſtical 
evils Eccleſialticall remedies are appointed and fitted , for the 
Church is no lefle then the Common-wealth , through the 
grace of God , ſatficient toit ſelf wn reference unto her own 
end : and asin the Common-wealth, foin the Church , the 
errour of inferior judgements and Aflemblies , or their evil 
Goverament, is to bee corrected by ſuperior Judgements and 
Aſſemblies, and ſ@ſtill by them of the ſame order, leſt one 
order be confounded with another , or one Government bee 
intermingled with another Government. What ſhall now 
the adverſaries of Eccleſiaſticall power objeR here, which 
thoſe who admit not the yoke of the Magiſtrate may not bee 
ready in like manner to transferre againlt the civill- Judicato- 
ries and Government of the Common-wealth ? Seeing it hap- 
peneth ſometimes that the Common-wealth is no lefle 1 Go- 
yerned then the Church. 
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- If any man ſhall proſecute the argument, and fay that yet 
no remedy is here ſhewed , which may bee applyed to the 
injuſtice or errour 'of a Nationall Synode ; ſurely he ſtumbleth 
againſt the ſame ſtone, ſceing he weigheth not the matter with 
an equall balance; for the fame may in like fort fall back 
and be calt npon Parliaments, or any ſupreme Senate of a 
Common-wealth : tos who ſceth not the judgement of the 


ſupreme 


ſhpreme civill Senate tot re infallible, yea alſo 
in matters of Faith and Ecclehialticall Diſcipline; more apt 
and prone to'errour-( as being lefſe accuſtomed to facred Stu- 
dies) then the ju of the Nationall Synode ?* What 
medicines then,or what foveraigne plaiſters ſhall be had which 
may be fit for the curing and healing of the errors and mifca- 
« riages of the ſupreme Magiltrates and Senare ? The very like, 

xd beſide all this, .other and more etfetuall medicines by 
which the errors 'of Nationall Synods may bee healed, are 
puſlible to be had. 


a. 

There wanteth not a Divine Medicine and ſoveraigne 
Balme in Gilead ; for although the Popilh opinion of the in- 
fallibility of Counſels, be worthily rejected and exploded ; 
yet tis not in vaine that Chriſt hath promiſed, he ſhalt 'be pre- 
ſent with an Aſſembly, which indeed and in truth meeteth to- 
gether in his Name ; with ſuch an Aſſembly verily he afeth to 
be preſent by a ſpiritual aide and aflittance of his own Spirit, 
to uphold the falling , or to raiſe.up the fallen. Whence' it is 
that divers times the errors of former Synods are diſcovered 
and amended by the latter : ſometimes alſo the ſecond, or at- 
ter thounzhts of one and the ſame Synode. are the. wiſer and 
the better, 

90. 

Furthermore, the lme of Ecclfiaſticall ſubordination is 
longer ani turther (irerched then the line of civill ſubordina- 
tion ; for a Nationall Syrode muſt be ſadordinate and ſubje& 
to an utnverſall Synode,ia the manner aforeſaid , whereas-yet 
there is no Occumenicall Farliament or generall civill Court 
acknowledged , -unto which the fupreme civill Senate in this 
of that Nation ſhould bee ſfir>ject.”::- Finally, neither is the 
. Church altogether didtitute of nearer xemedies , whether an + 
nnivesfall connfell may be had ot not.” 
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For the National! ogg to declare, and that with 
greateſt reverence, to the Magiltrate,the grounds of their ſea- 
tence , andthe reaſons of their proceedings, when hee 4e- 
mandeth or eaquireth into the ſame , and delireth to bee (atil- 
fied : but if the Magiſtrate nevertheleſſe do diſſent , or cannoe 
by contrary reaſons { which may be bronght, if hee pleaſe ) 
move the Synode to alter their judgement , yet may he require 
and procure that the matter be again debated and canvaſled in 
another Nationall Synode ; and fo the reaſons of both files be- 
ing throughly weighed , may be lawfully determined in an 
'Ecclehialticall way. 
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Bat as there is much indeed to be given to the demand of the 
Magiſtrate ; ſo is there here a two-fold caution to be nſed ; for 
firſt, notwithſtanding of a future reviſion, it is neceſlary that 
the former ſentence of the Synode, whether concerning the 
adminiſtration of Eccleſialtick Diſcipline, or againſt any 
hereſie , be forthwith put in execution ; leſt by lingering and 
making of delayes, the evil of the Church take dceper root, 
and the gangrene _ and creep further : and leſt violence 
be done to the cenſciences of Miniſters, if they be conſtrained 
to impart the ſignes and ſeales of the Covenant of Grace to 

and ſwine , that is, to unclean yu_ wallowing in the 
mire of ungodlinefle ; and leſt ſubtile men abuſe ſuch interims 
or intervals, ſo as that Ecclefiaſticall Diſcipline altogether 
decay , and the very decrees of Synods be accounted as cob- 
webs, which none fearerh to break down. 
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Next it may be granted that the matter may be put under 

a further examination, yet condition, that when it is 
come tothe reviſion of. the former ſentence , may be 
had of the weaker which are found willing to bee taught , 
h though 


l 
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thongh they doubt, but that wnt@the wicked and contentions 
tempters, which do mainly ſtriveto oppreſle our liberty which 
wehae oChiſts and to bring us into» bondage , we do not 
for a moment. give place by ſubjeRing our ſelves; for what 
elſe ſeek they or wait for , then that under the pretence of a 
reviſing and of new debate, they caſt m lets an] impediments 
ever and one , pron res, 1 wait they may 
betray the liberty of the Church, and in procefle of time may 
by. open violence more forceably breake in upon it , or at 
leaſt conſtrain the Mp 1iſters of the Chorch to weave Penelops's 
web , which they can never bripgta an end. 
94. 

Moreover, the Chriſtian Magiſtrate hath then» only diſ- 
charged his office in reference to Ecclefiafticall Dilcipuune, 
when not onely he withdraweth nothing from it , and ma- 
keth no impedient to 1t, but alſo aftordeth ſpeciall furtherance 
and helpto it, according to the Prophecie ,,i/a. 49+ 23s 4nd 

K _ ſhall be thy nurſing fathers, and Queens thy nurſing 
. MOIDET FS. 
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For Chriftiar Magiſtrates and Princes embracing Chrift 
and linecrely giving their names to him, doe not only ſerve 
hany as-men, but alſo ufe their office to his glory, and the good 
of the Church ; they defend, ftand for,and take care to propa» 

ethe true. Faith and Godlinefſe', they affoord places of ha- 
ration tothe Church, and firniſh neceſſary helps and fup- 
ports, turne away injuries doneto-it ; reſtraine falſe Ret» 
gion, and cheriih, underprop, and defend the Rights and Li- 
berties of the Church ſo farre they are from diminiſhing, 
Changing or reſtraining thoſe Rights, for ſo the condition of 
the Church were in that refpet worſe, and the Liberty there-. 
of more cut ſhort , under the Chriltian Magiltrate, ehen wmder 
the infelell or heathen, 
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Wherefore ſeeing theſe nurſing father, favourers, anil 
defenders, can doe nothing againſt the Tructh , but for the 
Trueth , nor have any right again(t the Goſpel , bur for the 
Goſpel ; and their power in reſpeR of the -Church whereof 
they bear the care, being not privative or deſtruftive, but 
tumulative and auxiliary, thereby it is ſathciently cleare, 
that they ought to cheriſh, and by their authority ought to 
eſtabliſh the Eccleſiaſticall Diſcipline ; but .yct not with im- 
plicite faith, or blinde obgdience.: For -the Reformed 
Churches doe not deny to any of the faithfull , much lefle to 
the Magiſtrate, the j udgement of Chriltian prudence and difſ- 
cretion concerniug thoſe things whichare decreed or deter- 
mined by the Church, 
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Therefore , as to cach Member of the Church reſpeRive- 
by, ſo unto the Magiſtrate belongeth the judgement of ſuch 
things, both to apprehend and to judge of them; for although 
the Magiſtrate is not ordained and preferred of God , that 
he ſhould be a judge of matters and cauſes ſpirituall, of which 
there is -controverſie in the Church : Yet is hee queltiorileſſe 
judge of his own civill at , about ſpiritnall things namely 
of defending them in his own Dominions , and of approving 
or tolerating the ſame ; and if in this buſinefle hee judge and 
determine according to the wiſdome of the fleſh, and not ac- 
cording to the wiledome which is from above, he istoren- 
der an account thereof before the ſupream Tribanall. 
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However the Eccleſialticall Diſcipline , according as it 
is ordained by Chriſt, whether it bee eſtabliſmed: and: ratified 
by ciyill authority, or not , ought to be retained and exerciſed 
in the Society of the faithfull ( as long as it is free and fafe for 
them to come together in. holy Aſſemblies ) for the want of 
, | | civill 


\civill authority is nnto the Glanalk 
not like damage or /oſſe en wing ; as it 
more, ſo it takes nothing away» 
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If it further happen (which God forbid) that the Magiſtrate 
do ſo farre abuſe his authority , that hee doth traitly forbid 
what Chriſt hath ordained ; yet the conſtaat and faithful ſer- 
vants of «Chriſt, will reſolve and determine with themſelves, 
that any extremities are rather to be undergone, then that they 
ſhould obey ſuch things , an1 that wee ought to oDey God ra- 
ther then men ; yea they will not leave off to perf >rme all the 
parts of their othce , being ready in the mean time to render a 
reaſon of their praQtiſe to every one that demandeth it , but 
Jpecially unto the Magiſtrate, (as was ſaid before. ) 
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a ceaſing gaine, but 
ſuperaddeth nothing 


Theſe things are not to that end and purpoſe propoſed, 
that theſe funRions ſhould be a—_ one againſt another, in 
a hoſtile poſture, or in termesof enmity , then which nothing 
is more hurtftiill to the Church and Commonwealth, nothing 
more exccrable to them who are truely and ſincerely zealous 
for the houſe of God (for they have not ſo learned Chritt t) 
but the aime is, Firſt and aDove al!,that unto the King of Ki 
and Lord of Lords Jeſus Chrilt the onely Monarch of the 
Church , his own prerogative Royall ( of which alſo him- 
{elf inthe World was accuſed , and for his witaeſfing a good 
confeſſion thereof before Pontins Pilate , was unjultly con 
demnedto death ) may be fully maintained and defendel, | 
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Next , this debate tendeth alſo to this end, that the pow 
er as well of tccleſfiaſticall cenſure as of the civill ſword be- 
ing ia force, the licentioufneſſe of caraall men, which defre 
that there be too ſlack Eccleſialticall Diſcipline or none at all, 
may be bridled , and ſo men may ſia lefle , and may live more 

| F 3 agrecably 
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afireeably to the Goſpe.” nolerthing hereintended is, that: 
exrom# or both fidegbeing oventirowen, (as wett the errqur 
of thoſe who under a fair pretence of maintaining and/defens: 
ding the rights of Magiſtracie,do leave to the Church either no 
power, or that which is too weak ; as the errour of others, . 
who under the vaile of a. certaine fuppoſtions and imaginary 
Chrittian liberty , do turneoff the yoke of the Magiſtrate ) 
both powers may enjoy their owne. Priviledges ;- adde hereto 
thatboth powers being circumſcrived with their diſtin bor- 
ders and bounds, and alſo the one underpropped and ftrengthe 
ned by the help of the other, a holy concord betweene them 
may be nouriſhed, and they may mutually and tricndly imbrace. 
one another. 
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Laſt of all, ſeeing there are not wanting ſome unhappy 
men , who ccaſe not to pervertthe right wayes of the Lord, - 
and with all diligence goe aboutto ſhake off the yoke of the 
Eccleſiaſticall Diſcipline, where novw tis about to bee intro- 
duced , yea alfo where it hath been lang agoe eltabliſhed , and 
.as yet happily remaineth in force , it was neceſſary to obviate- 
their wicked purpoſes ; Which things being ſo , let all 
which hath been ſaid, paſſe with the good leave and liking of 
thoſe orthodoxe Churches in which. the Niſcipline of Excom- 
munication is not as yet in uſe : neither can any offence eaſily 
ariſe to them from hence ;z yea (if the belt conjeure doe not 
deceive Y they cannot bus rejoyceand congratulate at the de- 

fence and vindication of this Diſcipline, 
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- \Bbo thoſe Churches doenot deny but. acknowledge and 
teach, that tte Diſciplineof Bxcommmnication is molt agrec= 
ableto the Word of , 49 aHo that it ougheto bee reſtored 
and exerciſed; Which alſo heretofore the moſt learned Z- 
obary Urſine inthe declarationof his judgement concerning: 

5 Excommu-. 


Excommunication , exhvite mice Frederick the third 
Count EleQtor Palatine, th whereof is, 7Judicium de 
Di/tiplins Ecclefiaſtica ( Excommunicatione , 8c.  ' 
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For thus he , In other Churches Where either no Ex- 
communication #4 in uſe , or 14 not laWfully adminiſtret, 
and nevertheleſſe Without all controverſie , it « confeſſed 
and openly taught, that it ought juſtly to bee received and 
bee f force in the (hurch: and a little after , Left alſo 
your Highneſſe by this neW opinion doe ſrver your ſelf and 
your {hurches from all other Churches , as well thoſe which 
have not Excommunication, as thoſe Which have it ; ' For- 
aſmuch as all of them doe unanimouſly confeſſe, and at- 
Wajes confeſſed that there is reaſon why it ought to bee 
in uſe, 
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To the ſame purpole it tendeth which the highly 
eſteemed Philip Melnncthon in his Common places,. chap. 
of civill Magiſtrates doth attirme : Before { {ayeth he ) 
1 warned that civill Places and PoWers arc to bee diſtin- 
guiſned from the adhering confuſions which ariſe from other 
cauſes, partly from the malice of the devill , partly from 
the malice of men , partly from the common infirmity of 
men, 4s it cometh to paſſe in other kindes of life and Go- 
vernment ordained of God, No man. doubteth , that Eccles» 
feaſticall Government is ordained of God, and yet how ma- 
ny and greet diſorders grow init from other cauſes. Where 
he mentioneth a Church Government diſtin& from the civill, 
and that jwre divine, as a thing uncontroverted. 
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Neither. were the wiſhes of the chief Divines of Z- 
ritkand Berne wanting , for the recalling and reſtoring. 

| of the diſcipline of Ex communication. 50 Bmllinger: 
upon. 1 Cor. 5, And hitherto ( faith he ) . of the Ec-- 


elefiaſticall chaſtiſing of wickedneſſe , but here I would have 
the brethren diligently Warncd , that they Watch, and With 
all diligence take care that this wholeſome medicine thrown 
ont of the true Church , by occaſion of the Popes avarice, 
may be reduced, that #4, that ſcandalous ſins bee punifped, 
for this is the very end of Excommunicaotion , that mens 
manners may. be well oraered, and the Saints flouriſh, the 
prophane - being reſtrained , leſt wicked men by their impu- 
dencic and impyiety increaſe and undoe all, It ts our pare 
6 brethren with greateſt diligence ts takes care of theſe thing x. 
for We ſee that Paul in this place doth ſtirre up thoſe that Were 
negligent in this buſineſſe. 
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eMretins agreeth hereunto. Problem. Theolog, lie, 

33. Magiſtrates doe not admit the yoke , they are afraid 

for their honours, they love licentionſneſſe , 8c. The com- 
10” people & too diſſolure , the greateſt pa't u moſt corrupt, 

&c. In the mean While 1 Willingly confeſſe , that Wee are 
not to deſpaire , bur the age following Will peradventure 

neeld more rraftable ſpirits , more milde hearts then” our 
times have, See alſo Lavater agreeing in this, Homil.'5 2. 

on Nehem. Becauſe the Popes of Rome have abuſed Ex- 

communication for the eſtabliſhing of their oWne tyrannie, 
it cometh to paſſe, that almoſt no juſt Diſcipline can be any 
more ſettled tm the Church , but wunleſſe the wicked bee 7e- 
fraincd, all things muſt of neceſsitie runne into the worſt 
condition.. See belides , the opinion of Fabritizs upon 
Pſal. 149, 6, 7, 8, 9. of ſpirituall correftions , which hee 
| groundeth . 


romerk vſfow rar Pf Murthiy 16 
19. and 18: 18. - John 20. 24, II's 
169. 


It-can hardly bee donbted or eallcd in queſtion , - but 
beſides theſe ,- other learned and Godly Divines of thoſe 
Churches were and are of the ſame minde herein ,- with 
thoſe now Cited ; and indeed the very Confeflion of Faith 
of the Chutches of Helvetia, ( hap. 18. may bee an cvi- 
dence hereof. But there owght to bee in the mean time 
a juſt Diſcipline amongſt Miniſters for the doftrine and 
life of Miniſters i diligently to be enquired of in Synodes : 
T hoſe that: ſinne are to be rebuked of the Elders , and to 
be brought againe into the way, if they bee curable, or to 
be depojcd , - and like Wolves driven awny fromr the flick of 
the Lord, if they bee incurable. That this manner of Sy- 
nodicall eenſare , namely of Miniſters from their 
office for ſome great ſcandall , is uſed in the republike of 
Bmrick, Lavater is witneſſe , in1 his book of the Rites ami 
Ordinances of the Charcly of 'Z«rich , Chap. 23. Surel 
they could not-be of 'that minde; thar Ecclebaſticall Di» 
cipline ought to bee-exercifed upon Delinquent: Minit rs 
onely , and not alfo upon other rotten Memaoers- of - the 
Church. | | "+7 | 
. , tz 37 
Yea the Helvetian Contellion in the place now cited, 
doth fo taxe the inordinate zeal of the Donatiſig/and Ana* 
baptilts (which are ſo bent upon the rooting out of the-- 
boner mr cr hat they | take 1108 _ of * 
he - danger ok plucking up 'the wheat, ), that; 'wwithalt -1 
goth not” eb@ately-commend the 'Eccleliafticall Scenicall 
Diſcipline: as dittin& from the:/civill Power , I 
. $9 * '»(- ; # ri&. ; 


the , 
4 Di ſcip Ine ; . the wIyes in Limes 
£xcommunication hath #/ual, cele 
call courts have been among the People of —_ £790 
whom thu , Diſcip line Was exerciſed by prudent and Gedh 
2 _ £6 alſo t6 Minifver c according to 7 _ 
Ye tomes , prblike efbate and ntceſſitie, to. moderate 
s Diſcip ths, 3 ary tours is ever to be held, that all 
fer hr to be done to edification, decently, honeſtly , without 
wut and ftdition; "The Apeftte alſo witm:fſerh, 2 Con 
13. that th Vimſclf, Was gizen of God a Power unto off fi- 
tation, and not unto deſtruttion, 
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And- now what ceſterb but: that God bee intreated 
with continuall and: ardent. Prayers, both that hee would 
hp ary pn lyrhag=orbrg Dikkioling cher 

t ipune, t 
ther - with the red of of Chyiſts Ordigances » jand to 


bee ne longer 
, to give 


and 
place in-this thing to 


there hee in he | 
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b 
in their Ars +» how much better it 
OR RR 99 with a bridle tame 

pom prune tance, 4 , en lng 2 
ous men unto f{alvation may be fought , theo that 
beeleft to their own diſpoſition, and bee —_— 
low their owne luſts without controllment , 
vill example to draw others headlang into _ wk 
themſelves; and ſecing either the « of Difci 
take no rulte, or the manners of C 


» let the Wiſe ani God! 
take to heart the Lafery of the Church, j 


